
 

Geography Programme of Study 
 

Each year group has a termly focus of: 

 

• Place and locational knowledge  - Where we live  

 

 

• Case study or comparison focused on a place or procedure outlined in 
the National Curriculum  

• KS1 - a small area in a contrasting non-European  country 

• KS2 -  a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, 
and a region within North or South America   

 

 

• Physical element– outlined from National Curriculum    

 

All other strands, including fieldwork are interwoven throughout the Geography curriculum. 



  



Year 
group 

Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer 

EYFS: Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.  

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons  

  EYFS Autumn 1  
Marvellous me 
 

• Seasons- Autumn 

• Ourselves 

• Signs of Autumn -look 
at conkers, leaves, 
acorns, pinecones 

• Changes in weather- 

• My classroom and my 
school 

• Name and locate 
different parts of the 
local community 
around them 

• Focus on Wrenthorpe 

• Throughout Reception 
children will use 
different types of maps 
(including globes, 
digital and paper) to 
explore their local 
environment and places 
of significance to them, 
e.g. greengrocer, 
church, post office, park 

 
Fieldwork : Explore the school .  
Get to know the school grounds.  
Following simple directional 
instructions when walking a route.  
 
 
Talking floor books 
Ourselves, family, and School 
Our local community and city 
Looking after our community and 
ourselves  

Autumn 2 
Seasonal Change  
 
Using the local area  to explore the 
natural and built environment 
 
Talking floor books  
Our natural World and British 
wildlife 
Seasons  
Woodland Creatures 
 
Fieldwork - Nature walks 
Explore seasons and weather  
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 1  
Seasonal Change / Frozen Planet 
 
• Recognise the similarities and 
differences between the Arctic, 
Antarctic and Wakefield. Find and name 
the Arctic and Antarctic on a globe  
• Talk about why something melts or 
freezes and the change that happen  
Make observations of the animals that 
live in the Arctic & talk about what 
makes them special  
• Begin to know the difference between 
a map and a globe 
 • Find the Antarctic on a world map 
with help  
• Compare the weather in winter to the 
weather in Autumn 
 
Fieldwork linked to Science – melting ice 
cubes  
 
Talking floor books  
Seasons 
Extreme conditions and arctic animals  
Winter plants 
Environment 

Spring 2  
Storyland Map 
 
 
Find Wrenthorpe St Anne’s Church on a 
simple map 
 
Fieldwork : Where is our nearest 
church? Would you visit?  
 
 
Talking floor books  
David Attenborough 
Sea life / sea creatures  
Pollution and Recycling  
 
 
 
 

Summer 1  
Places 
 
Explore the natural world around 
them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and 
plants 
 
Fieldwork:  
Nature walks 
Drawing plants and animals in the 
school grounds 
What plants and animals live in our 
school grounds? How are their 
habitats different?  
 
 
Talking floor books  
Life cycles 
Farm Animals  

Summer 2  
 
Simple habitats (micro)  
 
Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps  
Know some similarities and 
differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read 
in class 
 • Understand some important 
processes and changes in the natural 
world around them, including the 
seasons and changing states of 
matter. 
 
Fieldwork: Comparing different 
environments and mini habitats 
within school e.g bug hotel  
Discuss weather and explore these  
 
Talking floor books  
Minibeasts 
 
 
 
 



Year 1 : Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 

• Name and locate all countries and capital cities of the UK 

• Name and locate surrounding seas of the UK 

• Know where I live and which city and country this is in. 

• Be able to construct a simple map and use simple directions and compass directions to verbally explain their route to/from school 

• Name types of weather and talk about weather/climate in the UK and some hot and cold places in the World 

• Discuss how habitats in the UK are different to habitats in rainforests 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, sea, ocean, river, vegetation, season and weather 

•  key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

• Carry out fieldwork in the school grounds  

   Year 1 Where we live  - Wrenthorpe and the UK’s capital cities (mini focus on 
London) 
 

 
 
School grounds/local area fieldwork question: Children will focus on one 
of the following : What are some physical and human features in our 
school grounds/area ? Which is the safest route to school? Where is our 
local shop?  

 

Seasides   
 

 
 
Fieldwork – possible visit to seaside. Look at maps before trip – identify route you 
will take and look at Google Maps.  
What physical and human features can you spot on the beach? Children record data. 
What can you see and do at the seaside? 
Virtual fieldwork question: What can you see and do at the seaside? Use a variety of 
maps to virtually visit the seaside.  
 

Rainforests (focus on wildlife) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trip Fieldwork question - on trip – How are habitats in the wild replicated at 
the Wildlife Park? Why are some animals in the Wildlife Park and some in the 
wild? 
 

Year 2 : Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 

• Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

• Talk about Wakefield’s/ Yorkshire’s use of coalmines for land use and what some sites are used for now  

• Discuss similarities and differences between Wrenthorpe and a South African village (Mvezo) 

• Name types of weather and talk about weather/climate in the UK and some hot and cold places in the World in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

• Use a variety of maps and know how to use some basic symbols 

• Use geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, including: hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, and shop 

• Carry out fieldwork in the school grounds and off-site 
 

   Year 2 Where we live – the history of coalmining and land use in Wakefield  

 
 
Field work to be carried out on trip to Coalmining museum 
Fieldwork question: Why were coalmines closed and what are they used 
for now?  

Comparison: The UK and South Africa  

 
Virtual fieldwork question: How is Wrenthorpe different to Mvezo?  
 
 

What’s the weather?  

 
 
School grounds/ local area fieldwork question: Does this week’s weather match 
the forecast? Is the weather forecast always accurate?  



Year 3 : Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on the UK and Europe  

• Know some counties of the UK 

• Locate and explain topographical features (coasts) 

• Know what first settlers looked for – resources 

• Know human and physical features of coastlines and how some of these have changed over time  

• Know about agriculture in our area and why it is necessary  

• Use a range of maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present data  

   Year 3 Coastlines (rock formations and the earth) 
(no volcanoes, mountains and plate tectonics in y5 then volcanoes 
and earthquakes in y6) 

 
Virtual fieldwork question: What are the different landscapes found along 
the coastline? Use Digimaps and Google Maps to support this.  
 

Where we live -  settlements and population – has been tweaked from Wakefield 
and Leeds  

    
 
School grounds/ local area field work question: Is traffic a problem in our area? 
Should there be a 20mph speed limit outside of school? 
 
Note: Chn have learnt about History of Yorkshire coal mining, this unit travels further 
back in time looking at settlements – henceforth why this is located in KS2 

Agriculture 

 
 
Field work/virtual fieldwork question: What is grown in the local area? Does 
our food need to travel long distances? Can a farm visit be organised or a 
visitor?  

Year 4:  Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on the UK and Europe and South America 

• Name and locate some capital cities in Europe, including London and Athens 

• Locate and explain topographical features (rainforests) 

• Explain human and physical changes in Wakefield over time  

• Understand similarities and differences between the UK and Greece  

• Explain how we can look after rainforests and how we can be more sustainable in our environment  

• Use a range of maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present data  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 

   Year 4 The UK and Greece 

 
 

Virtual fieldwork question: Which city has more resources for tourists?  

Rainforests and sustainability 

 
 
School grounds/ local area fieldwork question: How can we improve sustainability in 
our school?  

Town Planners  
Changed from landmarks 

   
School grounds/ local area field work question: How could land use in the local 
area be improved to enhance the public’s experience? Collect data/ interview 
community. Create your own maps/suggestions of how this could be improved.  



Year 5 : Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on the UK and Europe and Russia 

• Name and locate some capital cities of places studied, including London, Berlin and Moscow 

• Locate and explain topographical features (mountains and hills and biomes- tundra) 

• Explain some human and physical features in London and Berlin  

• Explain how WW2 changed the London skyline 

• Explain what plate tectonics are  

• Explain how mountains are formed 

• Explain how the tundra is different/similar to desert 

• Use a range of maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present data  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

 
 

   Year 5 London and Berlin - tweaks 

 
Virtual and trip fieldwork question How did WW2 change the townscape 
and skyline of London?  
 
Trip to London in Summer term  
 

Biomes and the Russian tundra – slight tweak  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local area/school grounds field work question: How do plants and animals adapt to 
their environment in the tundra? How do plants and animals adapt to their 
environments in the UK?  

• Plate tectonics (hills and mountains) – slight tweak 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual field work question: Which mountain (of those we have studied) has the 
most tourists and why?  

 
 
  

 

• Year 6 : Key knowledge/skills by the end of the year   

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on the UK, Europe and Africa 

• Name and locate some capital cities of places studied, including Cairo and London.  

• Locate and explain topographical features (volcanoes, earthquakes, rivers ) 

• Explain some human and physical features in London and Cairo   

• Explain similarities and differences  

• Explain what plate tectonics are  

• Explain how earthquakes and volcanoes happen  

• Explain how they are measured/predicted  

• Explain features of rivers and locate some in the UK 

• Explain fairtrade and the impact of this  

• Use a range of maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present data  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
 
 
 



 

 

   Year 6 Mini focus: London and Cairo  
 
Rivers in the UK and the Nile  
 

 
 

• Virtual Fieldwork: Was building the Aswan Dam a good idea? 
(Children look at advantages and disadvantages to a range of 
people, animals, economy etc) 

• Visit – Book visit from/ to Yorkshire Water via website. Living 
with water (floods plans etc relevant for Y6)  

 
 

• Natural disasters -  Earthquakes and volcanoes (taken volcanoes from 
y3 – Y5 do plate tectonics) 

 
 

 
Virtual fieldwork question: Why do people live near volcanoes? Think about farming, 
tourism, fertile land 
 

Case study : Fairtrade  

 
School based and community field work question : Can we convince more 
people to understand and opt for fair trade products?  
 
Residential Trip involving map work and orienteering.  


