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Subject Unit Overview     Subject: Music Year Group: 4   Term: Autumn 1 
 

Musical Spotlight Theme: Developing notation skills 
Social theme – How does music bring us closer together? 

 

The Elements of Music that build and deepen over time 

As lessons progress through the units and year groups, the key learning is repeated, musical skills are reinforced and the learning deepens. 
Children quickly become familiar with the musical activities, through which they acquire new, or reinforce previous, musical knowledge and 
understanding.  
To support intense and rapid learning, the musical activities are designed in one of two ways:  
1. The activities can be a repeat of the previous week, in order to embed and rehearse key musical skills.  
2. The activities can be a repeat of previous musical skills but have different content, in order to strengthen and apply previous musical 
learning.  
As the children move through the Scheme, they acquire new knowledge and skills and deepen their understanding and application of previous 
learning. This spiral approach leads to deeper, more secure learning and musical mastery. 

 

 

 



 

  

Differentiation 

Use the options in the lessons adapt to the needs of the children you are teaching. In most cases, these will be 

students you probably already know very well from a holistic, learning perspective. Therefore, with these supporting 

materials and your existing teaching skills, you should be able to deliver any Charanga music lesson in a way that 

caters appropriately for the diversity in your classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Musical Styles 
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Subject: ____Music______   Year Group: _4__ Term: __Autumn 1_______ 
 

Musical Spotlight Theme: Interesting Time Signatures 
Social theme – How does music bring us closer together? 

 

Core Learning of This Unit:  

 

Prior Learning: 
 

• Recognise and move in time with 
the beat 

• Play the steady beat on percussion 
instruments 

• Recognise the strong beat 

• Play in time with a steady beat in 
2/4, ¾ ond 4/4. .  

Key Vocabulary: 
 
Pulse/beat, rhythm, pitch, 
melody/tune, ostinato, unison, 
improvisation, perform, compose, 
conductor 
Untuned percussion, claves, 
tambourine, maracas, cabasa, 
guiro, drum, cymbal, tulip block, 
wood block,  
Tuned percussion – xylophone, 
chime bars, glockenspiel,  
Call and response,  
Loud/soft, long/short, body 
percussion 

National Curriculum 
Statements: Key stage 2 

• play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

▪ improvise and compose music 
for a range of purposes using 
the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

▪ listen with attention to detail and 
recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory  

 

Year 4 continues to embed all the 

foundational elements of music 

with a focus on time signatures. 

2/4, ¾ and 4/4 plus some less 

common time signatures such as 

6/8 

 


